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When Vera May Cleary was born on January 16, 1919, in Port 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, her father, Justin, was 34, and her 
mother, Mary, was 31. At age 16, Vera gave birth to a son (Dennis 
John) who was conceived a�er she was raped. 

Vera married David John McCullough (formerly Barlow) in 1937 
and they had four children together. A�er the death of her 
husband, David John McCullough, Vera had one son and four 
daughters with Leonard Lancelot Smith. She died on February 5, 
1980, in Seymour, Victoria, Australia, at the age of 61.



1919 Birth

Vera May Cleary was born on January 16, 1919, in Port Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia, to Mary Ann Bushby, age 31, and Justin Cleary, age 34.

16 Jan 1919 • Port Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Vera May Cleary
1919–1980
maternal grandmother
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1919 Birth record for Vera May CLEARY, 6151:1919

O�icial Record #6151/1919

16 Jan 1919

1919 Baptism

Source: Bil Barlow Summary for Stanley Victor Barlow (Steele)

22 FEB 1919

1929 Birth of Half-Sister

Her half-sister Jessie Mary was born on September 5, 1929, when Vera May was
10 years old.

05 Sep 1929

Jessie Mary Cleary
1929–

1929 Birth of Half-Sister

Her half-sister Doreen Agnes was born on September 5, 1929, when Vera May
was 10 years old.

05 Sep 1929

Doreen Agnes Cleary
1929–

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/e4346dd6-0aae-422a-ab16-3a5556d66d8c
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362188584873
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362188584841
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1935 Birth of Son

Her son Dennis John was born on December 29, 1935, in Port Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia.

29 Dec 1935 • Port Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Dennis John Cleary
1935–1936

1935 Circumstances on Birth of Dennis John

Vera gave birth to Dennis John Cleary on December 29, 1935, in Port Melbourne, Victoria, Australia,
when she was 16. The pregnancy occurred a�er she was raped. He died on January 13, 1936 at 15
days old.

30 Dec 1935 • Port Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

1936 Death of Son

Her son Dennis John passed away on January 13, 1936, in Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia, when he was less than a year old.

13 Jan 1936 • Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Dennis John Cleary
1935–1936

1937 Marriage

Vera May Cleary married David John McCullough (Barlow) in Seymour, Victoria,
Australia, on January 18, 1937, when she was 18 years old.

18 Jan 1937 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

David John McCullough (Barlow)
1916–1942

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362188583412
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362188583412
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793476
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1937 Marriage cert of David John McCullough and Vera May Cleary

Certificate of Marriage No. 978/37 . David's father is listed as Charles McCullough. (Note: in the
deceased children under Vera May, Dennis John Cleary is not mentioned.)

18 Jan 1937

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/0c5dd664-7536-46e2-a7da-dbd2a5a69abc
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1937 Marriage cert for David John MCCULLOUGH and Vera May CLEARY, 9781937

Marriage certificate extract No. 978/37

18 Jan 1937

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/5930df39-48fd-44ad-9c0d-f443d8bdb790
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1937 Marriage cert of David John and Vera May

O�icial Record #978/1937

18 Jan 1937

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/a3293ad9-39de-4e39-9d7d-87d628325a25
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1937 Marriage cert extract for David John MCCULLOUGH and Vera May CLEARY,
978:1937

O�icial record # 978/37

18 Jan 1937

1937 Birth and Death of Son

Her son UNK was born in October 1937 and passed away that same day.

Abt. Oct 1937

UNK McCullough
1937–1937

1938 Birth of Daughter

Her daughter Dawn Olive was born on November 30, 1938, in Seymour, Victoria,
Australia.

30 Nov 1938 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

Dawn Olive McCullough
1938–2018

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/a5514c9f-ae39-403e-af1f-cd140f966578
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362189530689
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793475
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1940 Birth of Daughter

Her daughter Jeanette Maree was born on March 22, 1940, in Seymour, Victoria,
Australia.

22 Mar 1940 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

Jeanette Maree McCullough
1940–

1941 Birth of Son

Her son David Charles was born on December 4, 1941, in Seymour, Victoria,
Australia.

4 Dec 1941 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

David Charles McCullough
1941–

1942 Death of Husband

Her husband David John passed away on February 11, 1942, in Singapore at the
age of 25. They had been married 5 years.

11 Feb 1942 • Kranji, North West, Singapore

David John McCullough (Barlow)
1916–1942

1942 Death of Husband

Her husband David John passed away on February 15, 1942, in Singapore at the
age of 25. They had been married 5 years.

15 Feb 1942 • Singapore

David John McCullough (Barlow)
1916–1942

1943 Relationship with Leonard Smith

Following the disappearance of David John McCullough, assumed killed in action in the Fall of
Singapore, Vera May established a relationship with Leonard Smith. Stories suggest that he le� his
wife at the time to form this relationship with Vera.

1943 • Tallarook, Victoria, Australia

1945 Birth of Daughter

Her daughter Fay Elizabeth was born on February 5, 1945, in Broadford, Victoria,
Australia.

5 Feb 1945 • Broadford, Victoria, Australia

Fay Elizabeth Smith
1945–

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793494
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793493
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793476
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793476
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793489
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1946 Death of Mother

Her mother Mary Ann passed away on July 4, 1946, in Maroona, Victoria,
Australia, at the age of 58.

4 July 1946 • Maroopna, Victoria, Australia

Mary Ann Bushby
1887–1946

1946 Birth of Daughter

Her daughter Sandra Vera was born on October 12, 1946, in Tallarook, Victoria,
Australia.

12 Oct 1946 • Tallarook, Victoria, Australia

Sandra Vera Smith
1946–

1947 Birth of Daughter

Her daughter Heather Mary was born on December 26, 1947, in Tallarook,
Victoria, Australia.

26 Dec 1947 • Tallarook, Victoria, Australia

Heather Mary Smith
1947–

1953 Birth of Son

Her son Douglas Leon was born on September 21, 1953, in Broadford, Victoria,
Australia.

21 Sep 1953 • Broadford, Victoria, Australia

Douglas Leon Smith
1953–

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793491
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793488
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793487
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793486
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1957 Wedding - Don & Dawn - 1957

Married at St. Stephen Anglican Church in Tallarook, Victoria Australia on 27 September 1957.

28 Sep 1957

1959 Birth of Daughter

Her daughter Melinda Beryl was born on December 13, 1959, in Seymour,
Victoria, Australia.

13 Dec 1959 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

Melinda Beryl Smith
1959–

1961 Death of Father

Her father Justin passed away on July 7, 1961, in Morwell, Victoria, Australia, at
the age of 76.

7 July 1961 • Morwell, Victoria, Australia

Justin Cleary
1885–1961

1967 Residence

Vera May Cleary lived in Seymour, Victoria, Australia, in 1967.

1967 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/15dd99e6-35f1-4fa9-84a0-d383a49db5f8
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793485
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793492
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1970 Death of Brother

Her brother James Alfred died on May 27, 1970, in New South Wales, Australia,
when Vera May was 51 years old.

27 May 1970 • Lewisham, New South Wales, Australia

James Alfred Cleary
1912–1970

1973 Death of Husband

Her husband Leonard Lancelot passed away on July 21, 1973, in Seymour,
Victoria, Australia, at the age of 80.

21 Jul 1973 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

Leonard Lancelot Smith
1893–1973

1980 Death cert for Vera May MCCULLOUGH, 3826:1980

O�ice record # 3826/80

05 Feb 1980

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793497
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/168154030/person/362180793490
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/b2c87131-802e-4a1d-8aa8-1d186efe97ac
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1980 Death

Vera May Cleary died on February 5, 1980, in Seymour, Victoria, Australia, when
she was 61 years old.

5 Feb 1980 • Seymour, Victoria, Australia

Burial

Vera May McCullough/Smith was buried in the Seymour Lawn Cemetery in
February 1980.

Vera May McCullough/Smith was buried in the Seymour Lawn Cemetery in February 1980.

Seymour, Victoria, Australia

FamilySearch ID

GQK6-41S

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/168154030/person/362180793477/media/7c67b1c5-ef93-4dca-a5ac-b55e91212027

